Sunday, September 7, 2025
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm Psalm 1
Second Reading Philemon 1-21

A READING FROM DEUTERONOMY

1>See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. '°If you obey the commandments of the LorD your God
that I am commanding you today, by loving the LorD your God,
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees,
and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the LorD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering
to possess. !/ But if your heart turns away and you do not hear,
but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, '®1
declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long
in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and

possess. °I call heaven and earth to witness against you today
that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, °loving
the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that
means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD

A READING FROM PHILEMON

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, “to Apphia our
sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your
house:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.



“When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my
God ° because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith
toward the Lord Jesus. °I pray that the sharing of your faith may
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do
for Christ. /I have indeed received much joy and encouragement
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

8 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do your duty, °yet I would rather appeal to you
on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now
also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°I am appealing to you for my
child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. '! Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is
indeed useful both to you and to me. **I am sending him, that is,
my own heart, back to you. *I wanted to keep him with me, so
that he might be of service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; *but I preferred to do nothing
without your consent, in order that your good deed might be
voluntary and not something forced. !> Perhaps this is the reason
he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have
him back forever, '°no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord.

'7So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me. ‘®If he has wronged you in any way, or owes
you anything, charge that to my account. '°I, Paul, am writing
this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your
owing me even your own self. ?°Yes, brother, let me have this
benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in
Christ. ?! Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you,
knowing that you will do even more than I say.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



Sunday, September 14, 2025
Feast of the Holy Cross

First Reading Numbers 21:4b-9
Psalm Psalm 98:1-5
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-24

A READING FROM NUMBERS

“From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on
the way. ° The people spoke against God and against Moses,
"Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food." °Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.
’The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by
speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to
take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people
® And the Lord said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set
it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live."
? So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD


https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-9.html

A READING FROM FIRST CORINTHIANS

'8 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. ¥ For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." * Where is
the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
’'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. *?For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, *but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,

“but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD


https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-21.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-22.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-24.html

Sunday, September 21, 2025
St. Matthew, Apostie & Evangelist

First Reading Ezekiel 2:8-3:11
Psalm Psalm 119
Second Reading Ephesians 2:4-10

A READING FROM EZEKIEL

8“You, mortal, hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like
that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give
you.” °I looked, and a hand was stretched out to me, and a
written scroll was in it. '°He spread it before me; it had writing
on the front and on the back, and written on it were words of
lamentation and mourning and woe.

31 He said to me, “O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this
scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my
mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. *He said to me, “Mortal,
eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I
ate it, and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey.

“He said to me, “Mortal, go to the house of Israel and speak
my very words to them. ° For you are not sent to a people of
obscure speech and difficult language but to the house of
Israel, ® not to many peoples of obscure speech and difficult
language whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent
you to them, they would listen to you. 7 But the house of Israel
will not be willing to listen to you, for they are not willing to listen
to me, because all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a
stubborn heart. 8See, I have made your face hard against their
faces and your forehead hard against their foreheads. ° Like the
hardest stone, harder than flint, I have made your forehead; do
not fear them or be dismayed at their looks, for they are a
rebellious house.” '°He said to me, “Mortal, all my words that I
shall speak to you receive in your heart and hear with your
ears; ''then go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to them.



Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob,” whether they hear or
refuse to hear.”

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD

A READING FROM FIRST EPHESIANS

“God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he
loved us °even when we were dead through our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved °and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God ° not the result
of works, so that no one may boast. °For we are what he has
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



Sunday, September 28, 2025
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm Psalm 146
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-19

A READING FROM AMOS

2 Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,

4 Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
>who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
®who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
’Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD

A READING FROM FIRST TIMOTHY

®Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with
contentment; ’for we brought nothing into the world, so that we
can take nothing out of it; ®but if we have food and clothing, we
will be content with these. ° But those who want to be rich fall
into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. '° For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness
to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pains.



1 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance,
gentleness. *?Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the
eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. °In the
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, I charge you '“to keep the commandment without
spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, *>which he will bring about at the right time—he who is
the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of
lords. °It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to
him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them
not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything
for our enjoyment. *They are to do good, to be rich in good
works, generous, and ready to share, °thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so
that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



