Sunday, August 3, 2025
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23
Psalm Psalm 49:1-12
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-11

A READING FROM ECCLESIASTES

?Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

121, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, ‘°applied
my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done
under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to
human beings to be busy with. “I saw all the deeds that are
done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.

2181 hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun,
seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me ' —and
who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the
sun. This also is vanity. “°So I turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the
sun, °' because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and
knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who
did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. > What do
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under
the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a
vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is
vanity.
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A READING FROM COLOSSIANS

! So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ?Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, °for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. *When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with him in glory.

°>Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry). ©On account of these the wrath of God is coming on
those who are disobedient. " These are the ways you also once
followed, when you were living that life. ® But now you must get
rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. °Do not lie to one another, seeing
that you have stripped off the old self with its practices '°and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ' In
that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is
all and in all!
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Sunday, August 10, 2025
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm Psalm 33:12-22
Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

A READING FROM GENESIS

! After these things the word of the LorD came to Abram in a
vision, “"Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward
shall be very great.” ?But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” *But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ®>He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him,
“So shall your descendants be.” ® And he believed the LorD; and
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
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A READING FROM HEBREWS

' Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. ?Indeed, by faith our ancestors received
approval. ° By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out,
not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he stayed for a time
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the
same promise. °For he looked forward to the city that has



foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ‘! By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful
who had promised. '’ Therefore from one person, and this one as
good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
L3 All of these died in faith without having received the
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They
confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, “for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. ' If they had been thinking of the land
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. '°*But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
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Sunday, August 17, 2025
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Jeremiah 23:23-29
Psalm Psalm 82
Second Reading Hebrews 11:29-12:2

A READING FROM JEREMIAH

22Am I a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far

off? * Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?
says the LorD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LorD. *°1
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my
name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” “° How long?
Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own

heart? ?” They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot
my name for Baal. ?® Let the prophet who has a dream tell the
dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says

the LorDp. ?°Is not my word like fire, says the LorD, and like a
hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
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A READING FROM HEBREWS

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were
drowned. *° By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. *!' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets—3?who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. > Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection. *° Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. *” They were stoned to death, they
were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about
in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—

38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

IYet all these, though they were commended for their faith,
did not receive what was promised, “° since God had provided
something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made
perfect.

121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is
set before us, ?looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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Sunday, August 24, 2025
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm Psalm 103:1-8
Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-29

A READING FROM ISAIAH
bIf you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of euvil,
10if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
1The Lorp will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
2Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LoRD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
“then you shall take delight in the Lorb,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.
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THANKS BE TO GOD
A READING FROM HEBREWS

'¥You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing
fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, '°and the sound of
a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that
not another word be spoken to them. ?° (For they could not
endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” ** Indeed, so terrifying was
the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) ??But you have
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, ?°and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled
in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, **and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word
than the blood of Abel.

2>See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if
they did not escape when they refused the one who warned them
on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who
warns from heaven! ?® At that time his voice shook the earth; but
now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the
earth but also the heaven.” ?/ This phrase, “Yet once more,”
indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—
so that what cannot be shaken may remain. ¢ Therefore, since
we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give
thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with
reverence and awe; ??for indeed our God is a consuming fire.
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Sunday, August 31, 2025
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C

First Reading Proverbs 25:6-7a
Psalm Psalm 112
Second Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

A READING FROM PROVERBS

°Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;

’afor it is better to be told, "Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
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A READING FROM HEBREWS

! Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels
without knowing it. ?Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them; those who are being
tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. “Let
marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be
kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and
adulterers. °>Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be
content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave
you or forsake you.” ®So we can say with confidence,

“"The Lord is my helper;

I will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?”

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to
you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their
faith. ®Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. > Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. '° Do



not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



