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     The Liturgy at Calvary 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the 
earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like 
the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. 
Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even 
from what appears to be little, dormant, or 
dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s 
table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world. 

 
Prelude Strengthen for Service, Lord   

       Buckhurst Run Robert A. Hobby (b.1962) 
 Setting by Edwin T. Childs (c.2021) 
 

Please stand and face the Baptismal Font 
Confession And Forgiveness 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.     

C Amen 

 

 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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P Most merciful God,   

 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   

 

 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith.   

 

C Amen.  
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Gathering God of the Fertile Fields (ACS 1063) 
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Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C And also with you. 

 
Kyrie Eleison [Greek, Lord, Have Mercy] 
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Canticle of Praise    Gloria In Excelsis 
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Prayer of The Day 

 
 
P Let us pray… Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us 

the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive 
it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C Amen. 

 
 
First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
L The Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM Choir/Cantor sings refrain,    All echo & sing ff. verses 
 

 
 

1. God blesses the earth with fresh rain. God’s river is ample 
and good. Our land overflows with food for us all; Our fields 
are all rich with grain, rich with grain.   Refrain 

2. The wilderness soil is now rich. The hills are now clothed with 
great joy. The meadows are full and valleys in bloom. They 
sing out in joyful song, joyful song.     Refrain 

 
 
 
Second Reading  Romans 8:1-11 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 
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  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 
 
L The Word of the Lord  
C  Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel 
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Alleluia Verse & Gospel Acclamations 
 

 

 

 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter 
 

 
 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
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word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 
of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
Sermon  Pr. Kyle 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Reflection  
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Hymn of the Day As Rain From the Clouds (ELW 508) 
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Creed 

A Let us profess the faith in which we are Baptized. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs.   

After each petition  
A Lord in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer.   

Concluding with  
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord  

C Amen.  

 
Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Please show a sign of peace 
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Offertory   I Can Only Imagine           Bart Millard, c. 2002 

       Paul Keller, soloist 

 

 
 
Our gifts are presented, singing,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Let us pray.  Merciful Father,   

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our lord.  
Amen 
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Great Thanksgiving  

 

 

 

 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who, on this day overcame death and the grave and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Sanctus & Benedictus  [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 

 

 

 



 17 

 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 
Eucharistic Acclamation 

 

P    Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 
All Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen 

 
P The body of Christ given for you. 
 The blood of Christ shed for you.  
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Agnus Dei  [Latin, Lamb of God] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

In-Person: We commune at the Altar. Ushers will guide. All are 
welcome.  

Wine is Red    Grape Juice is White 
Gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

Online at Home: If you have elements at home, commune with 

those in attendance at the same time. We encourage you to 
communion each other and bless children who have not received 

First Communion. Consider giving this blessing:  
“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 
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The following songs may be sung during distribution of the 
Sacrament 
 
God Be in My Heart (Taizé) 
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Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 

 
 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.  

C Amen 
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Post-Communion Canticle 

 
 
 
A Let us pray…Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread 

and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your 
love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may 
share your love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

P The Benediction   

C Amen 
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Recessional For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 

 
 
A Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Postlude Personent Hodie      from Piae cantionies, 1582 

Setting by Rogert J. Powell (1932-2025) 
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Calvary Lutheran Church 

 
7620 Baker Boulevard     Richland Hills, Texas  76118 

www.godhearthumanhands.org     email: calvary@calvaryftw.org 
(817) 284-8724     (817) 284-0860 (Fax) 

The Reverend Kyle Rouze   The Reverend Kyle Symanski 
Viktor Andersson, Director of Worship & Music 

Debbie Villavicencio, Organist 
 

 8:00 AM 11:00 AM 

Lector Lynn Boyk Catherine Andejeski 

Assist. Minister Troy Mennis Brent Falkenberg 

Ushers & Greeters  Juan Grimaldo, Val Wilkerson, 
Charles & Cathy Rohloff 

Altar Guild Meg Acker Val Wilkerson 
Audio/Visual  Lauren Burkett 

 

Cover Art from Icon 4: Visual Images for Every Sunday  2000 

Augsburg Fortress; Holy Communion, Setting Four from 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship  2006 Augsburg Publishing 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite 
peoples after the First World War, Söderblom also called attention 
to the revival of early church worship principles, and helped to lay 
the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 
 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 
1566 
Friday, July 17, 2026 
A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western 
hemisphere while serving in the military. Upon arriving in the 
West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with Indigenous 
enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. 
He worked in the Caribbean and Central America to improve the 
lives of the native peoples. 

http://www.godhearthumanhands.org/
mailto:calvary@calvaryftw.org

