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The Liturgy at Calvary 
At the heart of our Advent preparation 
stands John the Baptist, who calls us to 
repent and make a new beginning. As the 
darkness increases we turn toward the 
approaching light of Christ. For Christians 
he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge 

who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the 
earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will 
dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit 

of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom 
of God has come near. 
 
 

Prelude The Moon of Wintertime  
Emmanuel arr. Karrissa Dennis 2018 

 

Penetential Rite 

Please stand and face the Baptismal Font. 
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L “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 3:3, 8; Romans 15:6).” Let us confess all 
that separates us from God and one another. 

 
Silence is kept for confession and reflection 

 
L God of Compassion, 
C Judge your people with righteousness and the poor 

with justice that righteousness may flourish and 

peace abound.  
 
L May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant 

you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with 
Christ Jesus, as the God of hope fills you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:5,13). 

 
Reprise  Emmanuel 

 

 
Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C   And also with you.  
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Kyrie Eleison  

 

Music: Viktor Andersson © 1999 Calvary Lutheran Church 
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Hymn Of Praise   Stir Up Your Power and Come 
 

 

Music: Linda Cable Shutte. Lyrics: Rusty Edwards © 2002 Augsburg Fortress  
Used by special permission from the composer for Calvary’s liturgy 
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Blessing & Lighting he Advent Wreath 

We sing the verse below before and after the blessing. 

 

P   We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our 
days of preparation for Christ's advent.  As we light the 

candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit 
that we may be light shining in the darkness.  Enlighten us 
with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have 
welcomed us.  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 
coming is certain and whose day draws near.    

 
Please sit for today's readings from scripture. 
 
First Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
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 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall 
be glorious. 

 
L The Word of the Lord.    
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   

 
 

1. O God with your judgement endow the king, and with your 
justice the king’s son. He shall govern your people with 
justice, and your afflicted ones with judgement. Justice 
shall flower in those days, and holy peace ‘til the moon be 
no more. May he rule from sea to sea. And from the river 
to the end of the earth.      Refrain 

2. From the islands and Tarshish shall kings come with gifts; 
from Arabia and Sheba they come. All the kings of the 
earth pay him homage. All the nations shall serve him. He 
shall rescue his poor ones when they cry out and the 
afflicted when there is no one to help them. He shall have 
pity for the lowly and poor. The lives of the poor he shall 
save.         Refrain 
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Second Lesson  Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
L The Word of the Lord.    
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel. 
 
Advent Verse & Gospel Acclamations 
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P    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 3rd chapter. 
C    Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then 
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 
and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
P   The Gospel of Our Lord              
C   Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Sermon  Pr. Kyle 
 
Silent Reflection 
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Hymn Of The Day ELW 249  
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  

 

 
 
Creed  
A Let us profess the faith in which we are Baptized 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition 

A Lord in your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer.   

Concluding with  

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord  

C Amen.   
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C And also with you 

Please greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Offertory O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide 
Michael Helman (2004) Köln (1623)  
tr. Martin L. Seltz (1909-1967)   
Sanctuary Choir 

 
O Savior, rend the heavens wide;  
come down, come down, with mighty stride;  
unlock the gates, the doors break down;  
unbar the way to heaven’s crown. 
O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,  
when will our hearts behold your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without your light  

we grope in gloom and dark of night. 
Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;  
grim death looms fierce before our eyes.  
Oh, come, lead us with mighty hand  
from exile to our promised land. 

There shall we all our praises bring ever 
To you, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud you and adore  
Forever and forevermore. 

 

 
 
 
Please stand as our gifts are offered, singing: 
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A   Let us pray.  Merciful Father,  

 
C   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
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P   It is indeed right and good that we should everywhere and 
always offer thanks and praise to you, Holy God mighty and 

immortal through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new, 
when He comes again to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus & Benedictus  [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 

 

“Sanctus” from Bread of Life Mass & Songs for the Assembly  © 2000 

Augsburg Fortress 

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
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Eucharistic Acclamation 

 

P   Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to 
pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen 

 

P Body of Christ broken for you.  

Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

Agnus Dei  

 
 

“Agnus Dei” from Bread of Life Mass & Songs for the Assembly  © 2000 
Augsburg Fortress 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

In-Person: We commune at the Altar. Ushers will 
guide.    Wine is Red    Grape Juice is White 

Gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

Online at Home: If you have elements at home, commune with 
those in attendance at the same time. We encourage you to 

communion each other and bless children who have not received 
First Communion. Consider giving this blessing:  

“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 
 

 Lost in the Night – arr. Cathy Moklebust 2017 

Handbell Choir Matthew Mullins Violin 
Finnish folk tune  

 

 

 
Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope. Music: OSOSO, Geonyong 

Lee, B. 1947. Text and Music © Geonyong Lee. 
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Light Dawns on a Weary World  ELW 726 

 
 



18 

 

P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.      

 
C    Amen 
 

Post Communion Canticle 

 
 

A  Let us pray… God our host, at this table you have fed us 
with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the 
feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the 
name of Jesus. 

 
C   Amen 
 

P The Benediction   
 
C Amen 
 
 

Please turn in place, facing the cross carried by the crucifer. 
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Recessional Hymn   Prepare the Royal Highway  ELW 264 
 

 
 

A   Go in Peace. Serve the Lord      
C  Thanks be to God!  

 
Postlude  People Look East 

   Traditional French Carol 

   Joseph Bertolozzi, b. 1959 
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Calvary Lutheran Church 

7620 Baker Boulevard       Richland Hills, Texas  76118 
www.godshearthumanhands.org    email:calvary@calvaryftw.org 

(817) 284-8724       (817) 284-0860 (Fax) 
 The Reverend Kyle Rouze   The Reverend Kyle Symanski 

Lector / Acolyte Debbie Thomas 

Assisting Minister Rosemary Haywood 

Ushers / Greeters Linda & Joe Hardaway and 
Rory & David Brown 

Communion Assistants Barb Guinn, Melody Kuhns &  
Sharon Bartells 

Altar Guild Leslie Herd & Margie Mountcastle 

Audio / Live Stream Chris & Ian Aguilar 
 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 
Sunday, December 7, 2025 
While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop 
of Milan on the same day he was baptized. He was a famous 
preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and helped lead 
St. Augustine to faith. 
 

The Virgin of Guadalupe   
Friday, December 12, 2025 
Commemorating the appearance of the Virgin May to  
Juan Diego in 1531 
 

Lucy, martyr, died 304 
Saturday, December 13, 2025 
Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during 
the persecutions under Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration 
became particularly important in Sweden and Norway, perhaps 

because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally 
fell on the shortest day of the year. 
 
Cover Art Icon 4: Visual Images  2000 Augsburg Fortress; 

In the Silence Lord, Hear Our Prayer  Text & Music by Mark Patterson ©2001 

Choristers Guild;  Sanctus, Benedictus & “Eucharistic Acclamation" from Santo, A 

Bilingual Communion  Rite:  Music  adapted from an Argentinean folk melody by Marty 

Haugen ©2001 GIA Publications, Inc. “Agnus Dei’ Text ©1988 English Language 

Liturgical Language Consultation Music: Jeremy Young© 1995, 2000 Augsburg Fortress.  

http://www.godshearthumanhands.org/
mailto:calvary@calvaryftw.org

