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The Liturgy at Calvary  
 
 
 
This festival, which originated in the fourth century, 
celebrates the triumph of the cross.  
 
Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and 
wisdom of God. As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a 
source of healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross 
as the sign of our health and salvation.  
 

Each time we make the sign of the cross [] we remember 

our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ.   
 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and found what may be the actual site of Jesus' 
crucifixion. 
 
 Her son built two churches there, and the dedication of 
one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord's 
victory on the cross. 

 
 
 
Prelude Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen 

       Timothy J. Strand, b. 1958 
  Setting: David Cherwien, b. 1956 
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Please stand & face the Baptismal Font 
 
Entrance Hymn  Lift High the Cross  (ELW 660)  

    arr. Carl Schalk  1980 
 

 
 
 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C And also with you. 
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Kyrie Eleison [Greek, Lord, Have Mercy] 
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Canticle of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 

 
 

P Let us pray… Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted 
high upon the cross so that he might draw the whole world 
to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant your 
wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Please be seated for today’s scripture readings 
 
First Reading Numbers 21:4b-9 
 
4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on 
the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
"Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food." 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 
7 The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by 
speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to 
take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, 
and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it 
and live." 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a 
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would 
look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
L The Word of the Lord.    
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/numbers/21-9.html
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Psalmody [Psalm 98] 
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Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 
of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 

 
L The Word of the Lord.    
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel 
 
Alleluia Verse & Gospel Acclamations 
 

 
 

Verse (Sung by Choir)   
 

May we not boast of anything but the cross of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-19.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-21.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-22.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/1-corinthians/1-24.html
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 3rd  chapter  
 

 
 
 
13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Kyle 
 
Silent Reflection 
 
  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/john/3-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/john/3-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/john/3-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/john/3-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/john/3-17.html
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Hymn of The Day When I Survey the Wonderous Cross 
(ELW 803) 
 
Verse 3 Acapella 
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Creed 
A Let us profess the faith in the Triune God: 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs.  

after each prayer petition  

A Lord in your mercy,    C Hear our prayer.  
concluding with   

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

C Amen. 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

Offertory The Old Rugged Cross   Sanctuary Choir 
Revd. George Bennard 1912   
arr. Viktor Andersson  2019 

 

 
 
Please stand as our gifts are presented, singing,  

 

 

 

 
 
A Let us pray.  Merciful Father,   

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our lord.  
Amen 
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Great Thanksgiving  

 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places  

give thanks and praise to you,  

Almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

 

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,  

transforming death into life. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus & Benedictus  [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 
 

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 
Eucharistic Acclamation 

 

 
P Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 

All Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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P The body of Christ given for you. Blood of Christ shed for you.  
 
 
Agnus Dei  [Latin, Lamb of God] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

In-Person: We commune at the Altar.  
Ushers will guide. 

Online at Home: If you have elements at home, 
commune with those in attendance at the same 

time. We encourage you to communion each other and bless 
children who have not received First Communion. Consider giving 

this blessing:  
“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 
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In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324) 
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Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross (ELW 335) 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.  

C Amen 
 
Post-Communion Canticle 

 
 
 
A Let us pray… O God, through this meal you have 

strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in 
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C  Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
      The Lord look upon you with favor and  

 give you peace. 

C Amen 
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Recessional   Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen (ELW 548) 
Arr. Jeremey Bankson 2025 
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A Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude     Upon the Cross Extended 
   Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 

 

Calvary Lutheran Church 
7620 Baker Boulevard     Richland Hills, Texas  76118 

www.godhearthumanhands.org     email: calvary@calvaryftw.org 
(817) 284-8724     (817) 284-0860 (Fax) 

 
The Reverend Kyle Rouze     The Reverend Kyle Symanski 

 
 8:00 AM 11:00 AM 

Lector Christina Willis Fred Ginapp 
Assist. Minister Troy Mennis Mickey Nowell 

Ushers & Greeters  Lois Wehrmeister, 
Dale Abram, 
Eddie & Val 
Wilkerson 

Altar Guild Joy & Lily Aguilar Catherine 
Andejeski 

Audio / Live Stream Chris Aguilar James Williams 
 
 
Viktor Andersson, Director of Worship & Music 
Debbie Villavicencio, Organ, Piano 
Calvary Sanctuary Choir 
Calvary Orchestra 
 

 

  

http://www.godhearthumanhands.org/
mailto:calvary@calvaryftw.org
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATION 

 
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of 
Christians. He insisted on receiving back those who had left the 
faith under duress. He also provided medical care during a severe 
epidemic. 
 
Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard 
advised and reproved kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, 
and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural history. 
She was also a musician and artist. 
 
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second 
Secretary General of the United Nations until his death in a plane 

crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His 
journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his 
Christian faith. 
 
Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 
Saturday, September 20, 2025 
A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the 
United States before being elected bishop of the South Pacific 
District of the American Lutheran Church, the first African 
American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity. 
 


