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The Liturgy at Calvary 
 
The psalmist calls on the natural world, 
celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, 
and all humanity, to praise God. The voices 
of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the 
chorus today, recognizing what God is doing 
in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after 

communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the 
assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in 
the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to 

all who look for the healing of the world. 
 
 
Prelude  
 
Please stand & face the Baptismal Font 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.      

C Amen 

 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.      

C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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P Most merciful God,   

 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   

 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith.   

 

C Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please turn in place as the cross passes in procession. 
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Entrance Hymn Cold December Flies Away (ELW 299) 
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Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C And also with you. 

 
 
Kyrie Eleison [Greek, Lord, Have Mercy] 
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Hymn of Praise    
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Prayer of the Day  

 

P Let us pray… 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human 
nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, 
let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our 
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen 

 
 
 
Please be seated for today’s scripture readings 
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First Reading  Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
L The Word of the Lord.     
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
L The Word of the Lord  
C  Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel 
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Alleluia Verse & Gospel Acclamations 
 

 

 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter 

 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law 
of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 
24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the 
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
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rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 
 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
 
Sermon  Pr. Kyle 
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Hymn of the Day What Child is This (ELW 296) 
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Creed  
A Let us profess the faith in which we are Baptized 
ALL I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 
and for all people according to their needs.   

After each petition 

A Lord in your mercy,     
C Hear our prayer.  
Concluding with 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.       

C Amen 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C And also with you. 
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Offertory  My Lord, What a Morning   Arr. Michael Hassell 
 

 
 

Please stand as our gifts are presented, singing,  

 

 

 

 

 
 
A Let us pray.  Merciful Father,   

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our lord.  
Amen 

 
 

 

 



 14 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

 

 

 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …  

we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus & Benedictus  [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 

 

 

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
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Eucharistic Acclamation 

 

P Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 
ALL Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 
Agnus Dei  [Latin, Lamb of God] 
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Holy Communion 

In-Person: We commune at the Altar. Ushers will guide.  
Gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

Online at Home: If you have elements at home, 
commune with those in attendance at the same time. We 

encourage you to communion each other and bless 
children who have not received First Communion. Consider giving 

this blessing:  
“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 

 

Songs that may be sung during distribution of the Sacrament: 

 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW 490) 

 

 

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt. Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent. 
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Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872. 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.      

C Amen 

 
Post-Communion Canticle  

 
 
 
A Let us pray… We give you thanks, most gracious God, that 

you have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a 
foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the 
world and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.   
C Amen 
 
Please turn in place, facing the cross carried by the crucifer 
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Recessional   Angels from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) 

 

 
A Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude  Song for a New Year      Gilbert M Martin 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Name of Jesus 
Monday, January 1, 2024 
By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on 
the eighth day of life, so on the eighth day of Christmas the 
church celebrates this event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the 
covenant as well as Jesus' name are signs of God's salvation 
given to us through him. 
 
Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 
1872 
Tuesday, January 2, 2024 

Loehe was a pastor in nineteenth-century Germany. Loehe's chief 
concern was that a congregation find its life in the holy 
communion, and from that source evangelism and social 
ministries would flow. He sent pastors to North America, 
Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and Ukraine. 
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