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The Liturgy at Calvary 
ADVENT IV  God keeps the promise made to 
David to give him an everlasting throne. The 
angel tells Mary that God will give David’s 
throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by 
Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her 
coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, 
“Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is 
called king only as he is executed still find it a 

mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the 
news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 

 
 
 
Penitential Rite 
 

Please stand and face the Baptismal Font 
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L “the Mighty One has done great things…Holy is his name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation 
to generation. He has scattered those who are proud in 
their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from 
their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the 
hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty” 
(Luke 1:49-53). Let us confess our inmost thoughts that 
God might be merciful and create in us willing and humble 
spirits. 

 
Silence is kept for confession and reflection 

 

L Most merciful God 
C We confess that our ways are not your ways. We do 

not love you with our whole heart, mind and soul. We 
do not love our neighbor as ourselves. Forgive us 
that we might be lifted up and filled with good 
things. 

 
L The mercy of almighty God comes to us new every day. 

Your sins are forgiven for God’s love stands firm forever, 
His faithfulness established in heaven itself (Psalm 89:2). 

 
 
Reprise  Emmanuel 

 

 
Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C   And also with you.  
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Kyrie Eleison  

 
Music: Viktor Andersson © 1999 Calvary Lutheran Church 
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Canticle of Praise   Stir Up Your Power and Come 
 

 

Music: Linda Cable Shutte. Lyrics: Rusty Edwards © 2002 Augsburg Fortress  
Used by special permission from the composer for Calvary’s liturgy 
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Blessing & Lighting the Advent Wreath 

We sing the verse below before and after the blessing. 

 

P    We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks 

our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.  As we light the 
candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await 
the Lord’s coming in glory.  Enlighten us with your grace 
that we may serve our neighbors in need.  Grant this 
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 
whose day draws near.    

C Amen 
 
Please sit for today's readings from scripture. 
 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to 
the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, 
but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 
5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the 
one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house 
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 

this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders 
of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with 
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you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD 
will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established 
forever. 
L The Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God 

 
 
The Magnificat     Millie Rieth (1940–2003) 
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Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my 
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is 
made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of 
the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever! Amen. 
L The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Advent Verse & Gospel Acclamations 

 
 

P    The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 
C    Glory to you, O Lord 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He 

will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
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he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her. 
 
P   The Gospel of Our Lord              
C   Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon  Pastor Kyle 
 

Hymn of the Day ELW 672 
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Creed 
A Let us profess our faith in the Triune God 

ALL  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 

for all people according to their needs.  
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After each petition 

A Lord in your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer.   

Concluding with  

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord    C Amen.   

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C And also with you 

 
 
OFFERTORY   
 

 

 
 
 
 
Please stand as our gifts are offered, singing: 
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A   Let us pray.  Merciful Father,  

C   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 

 
Great Thanksgiving 
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P It is indeed right and good that we should everywhere and 
always offer thanks and praise to you, Holy God mighty and 

immortal through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new, 
when He comes again to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus & Benedictus  [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Eucharistic Acclamation 

 

 

P   Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to 
pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen 
 

Agnus Dei  
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Holy Communion 

In-Person:  We commune at the altar. Ushers will 
guide. Wine is Red. Grape Juice is White. 

Gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

Online at Home: If you have elements at home, 
commune with those in attendance at the same time. 

We encourage you to communion each other and bless children 
who have not received First Communion. Consider giving this 
blessing: “Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 
 

Songs that may be sung during distribution of the Sacrament: 
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P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in God’s grace.      
C    Amen 
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Post Communion Canticle 

 
 
A  Let us pray… Generous God, 

in bread and cup you have revealed your glory 
for all people to see together. 
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 
your good news of liberation and release, 
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C   Amen 
 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 
C Amen 
 
Please turn in place, facing the cross carried by the crucifer. 
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Recessional – ELW 267   
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A   Go in Peace. Serve the Lord 
C   Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude Reprise Joy to the World 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

 
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Tuesday, December 26, 2023 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He 
was one of those seven upon whom the apostles laid hands after 
they had been chosen to serve widows and others in need. 
Later, Stephen's preaching angered the temple authorities, and 
they ordered him to be put to death by stoning. 
 
John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Wednesday, December 27, 2023 
The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one of the 
twelve disciples and witness to the transfiguration. Tradition has 
named him also the writer of the Gospel of John, the three New 
Testament letters bearing his name, as well as Revelation. 
 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Thursday, December 28, 2023 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in 
Bethlehem in his jealous attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a 
sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born for our 
salvation. 
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One service next Sunday 

Dec. 31st  @ 10 AM 

First Sunday of Christmas 
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